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o_About  the  Vibtorian  ^Alliance 


The  Victorian  Alliance  of  San  Francisco  was  organized  in  1973  to  promote  preservation  and  restoration  of  historic 
buildings.  Our  members  and  guest  speakers  share  information  on  preservation,  history,  architecture  and  decorative 
arts  at  our  monthly  meetings  as  well  as  in  our  monthly  bulletin.  We  also  share  helpful  information  on  such  things 
as  materials,  techniques,  contractors  and  artisans  with  those  wishing  to  restore  their  Victorian  buildings.  We  lobby 
and  testify  on  preservation  issues  at  city  and  neighborhood  meetings  and  reinforce  our  efforts  with  donations  for 
neighborhood  projects  dealing  with  restoration  and  preservation.  Most  of  our  financial  resources  come  from  funds 
raised  by  Alliance  activities  such  as  house  tours,  garden  tours  and  garage  sales.  We  are  a volunteer  organization 
with  no  paid  staff,  so  almost  all  the  funds  we  raise  are  available  to  support  preservation  and  restoration  projects. 
We  also  hold  social  functions  such  as  our  annual  Holiday  Party,  which  has  become  a celebrated  tradition.  We 
invite  your  participation  at  whatever  level  your  interests  and  time  permit.  We  meet  the  last  Wednesday  of  each 
month,  except  for  November  and  December.  Please  call  (415)  824-2666  for  the  location  of  our  next  meeting  or 
visit  our  website  at  victorianalliance.org  for  more  information. 


Bonnie  Spindler,  President 
Roger  K.  Reid,  Vice  President 
Michele  McGovern,  Treasurer 
Mary  Zablotny,  Recording  Secretary 
Kyle  McGuire,  Corresponding  Secretary 
Ron  Fritz,  Membership  Secretary 
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The  'Victorian  c Alliance  of fan  f<  ran  cisco 


Dear  Victorian  Home  Fan, 

The  Victorian  Alliance  welcomes  you  to  its  41st  Victorian  Alliance  Home  Tour!  It  seems  so  appropriate  that  our  organization, 
which  exists  to  “support  the  restoration  and  preservation  of  historic  buildings,  landscapes  and  artifacts  through  advocacy  and 
education,”  would  bring  the  tour  to  the  oldest  part  of  the  city. 

No  exploration  of  the  Mission  would  be  complete  without  mentioning  the  historic  building  that  started  it  all,  the  namesake  of  the 
district,  Mission  Dolores.  Originally,  the  entire  area  was  called  “the  Mission  Lands,”  which  referred  to  lands  owned  by  the  sixth 
Alta  California  Mission.  According  to  the  Mission  Dolores’ website,  “Mision  San  Francisco  de  Asfs  was  founded  June  29, 1776, 
under  the  direction  of  Father  Junipero  Serra  and  is  both  the  oldest  original  intact  Mission  in  California  and  the  oldest  building 
in  San  Francisco.”Today,  the  Mission  Dolores  is  on  the  corner  of  16th  and  Dolores  Streets. 

From  1865  to  1891,  Woodward  Gardens  was  on  Mission  Street  from  13th  to  15th  Streets,  a lush  conservatory  and  zoo  which  helped 
popularize  the  district  in  the  Victorian  Era. 

We  are  thrilled  that  our  committee  chose  “Mansion  Row,”  in  the  Mission  for  this  year’s  home  tour.  The  Mission  is  hot  in  so  many 
ways  and  we  are  excited  to  shine  a spotlight  on  its  history  and  evolution  through  the  decades.  When  San  Franciscans  realized  that 
their  local  heritage  was  being  threatened  by  the  Redevelopment  Agency,  they  banded  together  and  created  historic  districts  like 
Alamo  Square  and  our  featured  Liberty  Hill  Historic  District,  whose  boundaries  are  20th  to  22nd  and  South  Van  Ness  to  Valencia. 

Although  our  tour  focuses  on  the  Grand  Ladies  of  the  Victorian  era,  we  have  tried  to  bring  you  a smorgasbord  of  styles,  from  a 
farm  house  to  Italianates  to  a turreted  Queen  Anne.  A plethora  of  renowned  architects  produced  designs  in  the  area  as  well.  Albert 
Pissis,  the  Newsom  brothers,  Charles  Havens  and  Charles  J.  Rousseau  have  all  completed  work  in  the  Mission.  One  of  our  tour 
homes  has  been  designated  a historic  landmark. 

Make  sure  to  look  around  as  you  walk  between  the  open  houses  as  there  are  many  gems  tucked  in  here  and  there.  We  hope  you 
enjoy  the  homes  we  have  chosen  for  you  and  we  look  forward  to  seeing  you  again  next  year. 


Bonnie  Spindler,  President 


Roger  K.  Reid,  2013  House  Tour  Co-Chair  & Vice  President 


Scott  Sallinger,  2013  House  Tour  Co-Chair 


Program  design:  ©2013  Kyle  McGuire,  all  rights  reserved.  Program  content:  ©2013  The  Victorian  Alliance  of  San  Francisco.  All  rights  reserved. 
Permission  to  reproduce  content  must  be  secured  by  contacting  The  Victorian  Alliance. 
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chfifforical  Profile  of  the  ^Mission 
cDittriEl  [Neighborhood 

The  2013  Victorian  Alliance  House  Tour  takes 
place  in  the  southern  section  of  San  Francisco’s 
Mission  District.  Five  of  the  seven  houses  are  located 
on  what  was  called  “Mansion  Row”  in  the  late  1800s,  when  the 
Mission  was  an  opulent  residential  district.  You  will  be  visiting 
some  of  the  most  glorious  Victorians  in  San  Francisco,  survivors 
of  the  catastrophic  1906  earthquake  and  fire.  In  addition  to 
noteworthy  Victorians,  the  Mission  District  is  home  to  36 
officially  designated  city,  state  and  national  landmarks. 

The  Mission  District  is  the  oldest  settled  part  of  San  Francisco. 
It  is  an  area  that  has  been  continuously  inhabited  for  hundreds, 
and  perhaps  thousands,  of  years.  Historical  time  periods 
leading  up  to  construction  of  the  houses  on  our  tour  include 
Native  American  (prior  to  1776),  Spanish  Mission  (1776-1834), 
Mexican  Ranchos  (1834-1848),  Pioneer  Settlement  (1848-1864) 
and  the  Gilded  Age  (1864-1906). 

The  earliest  pioneer  homesteads  were  either  farm  houses  or 
small  utilitarian  cottages  surrounded  by  open  land.  Many  of  the 
larger  residential  lots  in  the  Mission  included  outbuildings  and 
structures  such  as  wagon-houses,  fuel  sheds,  wells,  tank  houses, 
barns,  stables  and  livestock  pens.  After  1864,  structural  design 
became  more  elaborate,  incorporating  gable  roofs,  bay  windows 
and  more  glass  and  gingerbread  embellishments. 

Between  i860  and  1880  the  population  of  San  Francisco 
quadrupled  to  234,000  people. The  Mission  valley  area  received 
an  influx  of  residents  due  in  large  part  to  its  sheltered  location, 
hospitable  climate  and  plentiful  supply  of  creek  water.  As 
the  Mission  District  grew,  it  became  home  to  the  men  and 
women  who  made  the  city  function  and  was  comprised  of 
many  different  cultures  and  ethnic  groups,  including  the  Irish, 
Germans,  Finns,  Scandinavians,  Greeks,  Mexicans  and  Scots. 
During  this  time  the  frontier  town  turned  itself  into  a 19th 
century  metropolis.  Considered  a streetcar  suburb,  the  Mission 
was  the  place  where  working  people  lived  while  the  central 
business  and  industrial  areas  of  the  city  thrived.  People  rushed 
west  bringing  capital,  skilled  and  unskilled  labor,  women  and 
families;  ready,  willing  and  able  to  diversify  and  grow  the  hamlet 
into  a great  city. 

As  the  1880s  approached,  the  Mission,  especially  Howard  Street 
(the  street  we  now  know  as  South  Van  Ness),  had  more  than 
its  share  of  mansions  and  famous  residents.  The  900  block  of 
South  Van  Ness  in  particular  is  a collection  of  outstanding 
Victorian  designs  created  by  architects,  builders  and  owners. 
Many  historic  accounts  of  San  Francisco’s  architectural 
progression  tend  to  give  architects  most  of  the  credit  for  the 
flamboyant  home  design  of  the  late  1800s.  Although  most  of 
the  houses  located  on  the  900  block  were  indeed  individually 


built  and  specifically  designed  by  professional  architects  at 
the  request  of  the  owner,  contractors  were  also  an  important 
force  in  shaping  Victorian  San  Francisco.  More  than  seven 
hundred  contractors  were  actively  building  throughout  the 
City.  One  such  commercial  builder  of  the  period  was  John 
Coop,  head  of  the  San  Francisco  Planing  Mill.  Coop’s  homes 
featured  finely  detailed,  signature  millwork  characteristic  of 
the  Stick-Eastlake  and  Queen  Anne  styles.  Coop  also  built  his 
own  Mission  District  residence  in  1889,  a Queen  Anne-style 
mansion  that  stands  today  at  959  South  Van  Ness  Avenue  and 
is  one  of  the  houses  on  today’s  tour.  The  Mission  District  with 
its  wide  boulevards  and  gentle  weather  was  considered  by  the 
upper  classes  to  be  one  of  the  most  desirable  spots  to  live. 

The  San  Francisco  Planning  Department  South  Mission 
Historic  Research  Survey  describes  the  area  as: 

...  an  ideal  Victorian-era  suburban  neighborhood:  a corridor 
of  mostly  high-style  architecture  and  detached,  single-family 
dwellings  for  the  19th-century  middle  classes.  Located  between 
very  early  streetcar  lines  on  Howard  (South  Van  Ness  Avenue) 
and  Folsom  Streets,  the  area  developed  as  one  of  the  Missions 
early,  prototypical  residential  neighborhoods.  Here  may  be 
found  extraordinarily  well-preserved  buildings  that  date  to 
the  mid-1860s,  including  largely  unaltered  Greek  Revival 
and  "National”  style  folk  residences,  as  well  as  extremely  early 
Italianate  style  dwellings.  In  addition,  the  district  includes 
grand  townhomes,  flats  and  residences  from  the  early  1870s 
through  the  turn  of  the  century.  In  the  1850s  and  early  1860s, 
the  district  area,  which  runs  through  the  center  of  the  Mission 
District  valley,  was  occupied  by  a pair  of racetracks.  The  northern 
portion  contained  the  Union  Race  Course.  To  the  south  lay  the 
Pioneer  Race  Track. 

From  1865  to  1883,  transit  service  in  the  Mission  was  established 
on  all  of  the  major  north-south  routes.  Horse-car  lines  from 
downtown  ran  out  to  Valencia,  Mission,  Howard  and  Folsom 
Streets  and  deep  into  the  valley,  with  the  Mission  line  crossing 
Precita  Creek  and  heading  south  into  Bernal  Heights.  The 
two  lines  of  the  San  Francisco-San  Jose  Railroad,  on  Valencia 
and  Harrison,  also  provided  passenger  service  to  both  sides  of 
the  Mission  valley  from  the  mid-i86os  onward.  The  streets  on 
either  side  of  the  heavily  traveled  Mission-Valencia  corridors, 
particularly  Howard  (present-day  South  Van  Ness  Avenue), 
Guerrero  and  Valencia,  became  desirable  locations  for  the  well- 
heeled  to  construct  their  domiciles. 

Victorian  styles  were  popular  in  the  Eastern  U.S.  before  arriving 
in  San  Francisco.  The  earliest  of  the  styles,  Italianate,  began 
to  appear  in  San  Francisco  in  the  mid-i86os.  Early  Italianate 
styles  were  flat- fronted,  while  later  versions  of  the  style  featured 
half-hexagonal  window  bays  that  spanned  the  full  height  ol 
buildings.  Italianate  faded  out  in  the  1880s  and  was  replaced 
by  the  more  elaborate  Stick-Eastlake  style,  featuring  vertical 
stick-work,  elongated  brackets,  false-mansard  cornices  and 
prominent  bay  windows.  In  the  1890s,  the  Queen  Anne  style 
came  into  vogue  with  gable-fronts,  rounded  bays  and  decorative 
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turrets.  An  entire  block  of  Capp  Street  on  its  eastern  side 
between  23rd  and  24th  Streets  consisted  of  pre-milled  Italianate 
style  fafades  that  had  been  shipped  around  Cape  Horn.  Some 
of  them  have  now  been  altered  or  “remuddled”  with  stucco 
surfacing  or  the  removal  of  ornamental  trim. 

After  the  1906  earthquake  and  fire,  the  Mission  district’s 
South  Van  Ness  corridor  underwent  significant  socioeconomic 
changes.  Although  a number  of  Gilded  Age  Victorians  survived 
1906,  and  the  900  block  was  relatively  untouched,  reconstruction 
brought  more  modest  dwellings  — modified  Queen  Anne  and 
Edwardian  cottages,  flats  and  a denser  concentration  of  much- 
needed  apartment  buildings.  An  influx  of  small  business  activity 
and  light  industry  signaled  some  major  cultural  changes  afoot. 
At  the  end  of  the  Victorian  period,  as  tastes  in  architecture 
and  lifestyles  changed,  many  of  the  wealthy  decamped  from 
the  area. 

The  earlier  residents  were  later  replaced  — after  World  War 
II,  and  throughout  the  1960s  to  1980s,  up  to  the  present 
day  — by  waves  of  various  Latin  American  nationalities;  then 
by  many  other  international  immigrants.  Young  singles  and 
families,  artists  and  gays,  as  well  as  creative  and  spiritual  groups 
and  many  different  religious  communities  then  joined  those 
previous  denizens. 

The  Mission  has  been  an  essential  base  for  non-profits  and 
arts  organizations  like  the  S.F.  Mime  Troupe  and  ODC  Dance 
Collective  as  well  as  for  unique  schools  such  as  the  California 
Institute  of  Integral  Studies.  It  has  served  as  an  incubator  for 
start-ups  and  small  businesses — particularly  design  and  decor 
wholesale  centers  — as  well  as  for  several  influxes  of  techies 
and  dot.com  businesses.  Many  buildings  and  walls  have  been 
brightly  decorated  with  bold  hand-painted  murals  reflecting 
the  multi -cultural  mix  of  the  community  and  its  ever-changing 
population. 

Who  would  have  imagined  in  past  decades  that  Valencia 
Street — once  the  bastion  of  used  appliance  depots,  plumbing 
suppliers  and  storefront  print  shops — would  gentrify  into  a 
nexus  of  hip  boutiques,  bookstores,  theaters,  clubs  and  galleries? 
Or  that  real  estate  values  east  of  Guerrero  would  elevate 
exponentially,  reaching  a par  with  neighboring  Noe  Valley; 
and  that  almost  every  street  corner  would  now  house  a new 
gourmet  restaurant  or  Internet  cafe,  instead  of  a “Mom  and 
Pop”  grocery  store  or  a laundromat? 

A thriving  Mission  Street  and  its  “Miracle  Mile”  business 
district  is  also  changing  rapidly,  with  the  abandoned  theaters, 
low  cost  warehouse  stores  and  thrift  shops  being  revamped  as 
low-and-middle  income  housing  or  repurposed  as  multi-use 
commercial,  community  and  educational  centers. 

While  San  Francisco’s  Mission  District  has  moved  resolutely 
through  the  19th  century  into  the  21st  century,  today,  we  will 
enjoy  significant  examples  of  that  bygone  Gilded  Age.  jViva 
La  Mission! 


845  Guerrero  Street 

The  Kershaw  House 

Perched  on  the  crest  of  a prominent  corner  lot  along 
the  slopes  of  the  Liberty  Street  hill  sits  845  Guerrero 
(number  817  until  1905),  designated  as  San  Francisco’s 
City  Landmark  #136.  This  classically  simple  yet  elegant  early 
Italianate  style  house  with  clapboard  siding  and  two  distinctly 
finished  flat-fronted  faqades,  modestly  yet  proudly  claims  its 
place  amidst  several  of  its  more  grand  and  ornate  Victorian 
neighbors. 

The  two-story,  wood  frame  dwelling  was  constructed  as  a seven- 
room,  one-bathroom,  single  family  home  measuring  1,672 
square  feet.  The  identity  of  the  architect,  designer  or  builder 
remains  unknown.  Its  notable  architectural  features  include 
a recessed  entry  porch  sheltered  beneath  a bracketed  canopy, 
hooded  window  frames  with  dropped  impost  blocks  and  a 
bracketed  roofline  cornice  with  a raised  parapet.  A nostalgic 
and  tidy  Victorian-style  garden  wraps  around  both  the  front 
and  side  lengths  of  the  site.  It  is  filled  with  mature  multi-hued 
rose  bushes  that  were  initially  planted  and  cultivated  by  William 
Swain,  the  previous  owner — adding  a charmingly  colorful 
contrast  to  the  brilliant  white-painted  exterior  and  green 
accented  window  frames. The  verdant  plantings  are  surrounded 
by  a retaining  wall  composed  of  concrete  blocks,  topped  by  a 
low  wrought-iron  fence.  An  aged  and  imposing  three-story 
tall  evergreen  tree  once  graced  the  property.  A carefully  pruned 
bush  that  punctuates  the  solid  wall  now  supersedes  it. 

Fortunately,  and  despite  its  142-year  history  of  many  successive 
owners,  the  outward  appearance  and  structural  character  of  the 
building  have  never  been  drastically  altered.  Only  a few  interior 
upgrades  and  refurbishments  in  keeping  with  the  original 
structure  were  made  over  the  years,  such  as  the  addition  of  a 
second  bathroom  and  a kitchen.  However,  the  site  itself  has 
undergone  a few  major  modifications — first  in  1951,  when  the 
existing  27  by  100  foot  lot  was  subdivided,  and  the  house  now 
addressed  as  88  Liberty  Street  was  built  on  what  was  formerly 
the  rear  yard — then  in  1976,  when  a garage  was  added  behind 
845  Guerrero  as  a contemporary  urban  necessity. 

The  fireplace,  banisters  and  wooden  floors  within  the  home  are 
all  original  (with  the  exception  of  the  floors  in  the  renovated 
kitchen). The  fine  marble  fireplace  is  typical  of  mid-i9th  century 
Victorian  interiors.  Mr.  Swain  had  purchased  the  chandelier 
in  the  entryway  from  the  historic  Fox  Theater  in  Oakland. 
Upstairs  all  of  the  over-door  transoms  are  still  functional, 
affording  practical  flow-through  ventilation  for  the  bedrooms. 

Marsden  Kershaw,  a principal  of  Kershaw  and  Twing  Coal, 
first  purchased  845  Guerrero  at  the  end  of  July  1871,  signing  the 
application  for  connection  by  the  Spring  Valley  Water  Works  — 
but  he  only  owned  the  house  for  three  years  before  selling  it  in 
1874.  The  next  recorded  owner  in  1887  was  the  Second  United 
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Presbyterian  Church,  using  it  as  a rectory  for  its  Reverend  E.B. 
Stewart  for  seven  years,  until  1894.  Subsequently,  a German- 
born  widow  named  Charlotte  D.  Clark  lived  in  the  house  for 
24  years  with  her  schoolteacher  daughter  Anna  Rowell,  along 
with  Anna’s  husband  Edward,  an  assayer.  They  inherited  the 
home  when  Charlotte  passed  away  in  1918,  but  then  quickly 
sold  it  a year  later. 

Between  1919  and  1950,  this  lovely  Italianate  treasure  passed 
through  many  hands,  with  an  often  swift  succession  of 
occupants  and  owners — these  residents  or  proprietors  consisted 
of  extended  families,  long  term  rental  tenants,  boarders  and 
even  a few  real  estate  speculators  who  rapidly  turned  over  the 
property  without  residing  in  it  at  all.  Occasionally  845  Guerrero 
was  also  used  as  a supplemental  guest  facility  for  the  larger 
adjacent  McMullen  House  at  827,  when  that  was  operated  as 
a rooming  house  called  the  Phelps  Guest  House,  from  1965  to 
1971.  The  two  houses  share  a common  history,  with  joint  owners 
at  various  times. 


The  lengthiest  and  most  engaged  past  ownership  was  that  of 
Messieurs  William  Swain  and  William  Van  Os.  They  enjoyed 
the  home  for  close  to  40  years  (from  1972  to  2011).  Swain  was  a 
well-known  local  pipe  organ  fabricator  and  repair  expert,  whose 
company  Swain  & Kates,  Inc.  was  located  nearby  on  Noe  Street. 
A dedicated  Victorian  enthusiast  whose  previous  1886  Victorian 
sadly  had  been  demolished  to  make  way  for  ‘redevelopment’,  he 
was  then  inspired  to  restore  this  house  to  its  authentic  beauty. 
He  actively  endeavored  to  obtain  official  “landmark”  status,  and 
then  also  donated  a facade  easement  to  the  National  Trust  for 
Historic  Preservation  upon  accomplishing  landmark  registry. 
This  protects  the  house  from  future  demolition  and  prevents 
any  significant  exterior  alterations  without  that  organization’s 
approval. 

The  stately  house  at  845  Guerrero  is  situated  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  vibrant  Mission/Liberty  Hill  District.  With  its  own  active 
history,  the  Kershaw  House  has  witnessed  the  Mission  while  it 
has  evolved  from  an  outlying  middle  class  streetcar  suburb,  into 
a lively  multi-ethnic  residential  and  commercial  community. 
The  only  blight  on  its  past  is  that  the  block  in  which  it  is 
located  was  once  called  the  “Hoodoo  Block”  (March  1900,  S.F. 
Chronicle),  because  a number  of  murders  and  suicides  had 
transpired  in  several  adjacent  households.  Nonetheless,  it  has 
quietly  survived  with  its  dignity  and  beauty  intact. 
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33  Qberty  £ treet 

The  Stephen  Wing  House 

This  two  story,  two  flat  building,  31-33  Liberty 
Street,  (originally  15-15  V2)  was  built  in  1892  for 
Stephen  Wing  and  is  part  of  the  Liberty  Hill  Historic 
District.  The  architect  was  Julius  E.  Kraflft  with  Daniel  Powers 
as  contractor. 

Tire  building  itself  is  a hybrid  design,  combining  an  Italianate 
form  with  Eastlake  ornamentation.  Columns  and  capitals 
and  wreath  designs  over  the  front  entrance  and  first  floor 
bay  windows  add  classical  touches.  The  balustrade  above  the 
second  floor  also  reinforces  the  classical  detailing.  The  unusual 
sunburst  design  over  the  second  floor  windows  reflects  Eastlake 
designs  as  well  as  other  details  on  the  facade. 


(now  the  Hamlin  School)  and  2252  Broadway  in  1904  (now 
Convent  of  the  Sacred  Heart).  One  of  his  largest  designs  was 
the  church  located  at  the  south-east  corner  of  Eddy  and  Gough 
Streets,  Saint  Paulus  Lutheran  Church,  completed  in  1894. 
After  the  1906  earthquake  and  fire  he  designed  a temporary 
building  for  Roos  Brothers  at  the  south-west  corner  of  Van 
Ness  Avenue  and  Austin  Street  which  is  still  there  113  years 
later  as  a mattress  store.  He  designed  many  office  buildings 
and  apartments  during  the  period  of  reconstruction  following 
the  earthquake.  His  firm  continued  with  his  sons  as  Krafft  and 
Sons  until  1941. 


Stephen  Wing  was  born  in  Massachusetts  around  1823  and 
came  to  San  Francisco  in  1874.  He  was  employed  as  a clerk  at 
the  United  States  Branch  Mint  and  in  1885  became  a supervisor 
of  melting.  By  1888  he  is  listed  in  the  San  Francisco  Directory 
as  a “Capitalist,”  a common  term  for  one  who  had  a fairly  good 
income!  After  1890  he  appears  to  have  retired  and  was  living 
off  his  investments.  Before  building  these  flats  he  was  residing 
next  door  in  the  1878  residence,  35-37  Liberty  Street,  which  he 
purchased  around  1884.  His  wife  Isabella  Wing  was  a native  of 
Maine,  born  in  1842.  Stephen  Wing  died  in  1896  and  his  widow 
continued  to  reside  at  37  Liberty  Street  until  1917. 

Some  of  the  residents  of  these  flats  were: 


1900 

William  Schneider- 
1910 

Frank  B.  Longley — 


-Machinist  Union  Iron  Works 


-Mechanical  Engineer 


In  1917  Isabella  Wing  sold  31-33  Liberty  Street  to 
John  S.  and  Mary  Ryan  who  continued  to  rent  out 
the  flats. 

1920 

Benjamin  Millhoyt — Laundry  Foreman 
Michael  Crocker  — proprietor  of  a crockery  store 
at  969  Valencia  Street 

Julius  Ernest  Krafft  was  born  in  Stuttgart,  Germany 
in  1855.  He  arrived  in  San  Francisco  in  1874  when  he 
was  nineteen  and  soon  after  became  a draftsman 
with  Thomas  J.  Welsh.  In  1881  he  was  a draftsman  for 
John  P.  Gaynor,  the  architect  of  the  old  Palace  Hotel, 
but  in  1886  he  was  back  in  the  office  of  Welsh.  In 
1889  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  he  opened  an  office  as 
architect.  One  of  his  first  designs  is  a pair  of  flats  at 
1402-1404  Post  Street  built  in  May  1891.  He  designed 
many  residences  in  Pacific  Heights — including  2120 
Broadway,  the  second  James  Flood  Mansion  1901 
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cj8cj  £outh  Van  CNess 

The  Samuel  F.  Weeks  House 

This  stately,  classic  Italianate  house  was  built  in 
1881  for  a single  family — that  of  businessman  Samuel 
F.  Weeks.  It  was  built  at  a time  when  Howard  Street 
(now  South  Van  Ness  Avenue),  and  the  Mission  district  in 
general,  promised  to  become  a luxurious  middle-class  residential 
neighborhood  with  easy  access  to  downtown  business. 

What  do  you  notice  first  when  you  look  at  989  South  Van  Ness? 
Perhaps  your  eye  is  drawn  to  the  wrought  iron  fence  and  gate 
that  separate  private  space  from  public  street.  Don’t  miss  the 
understated  elegance  of  the  wooden  handrails  along  the  entry 
stairs;  they  rest  on  top  of  turned  balusters,  bookended  with 
rectangular  paneled  newel  posts  that  are  topped  by  elegant, 
turned  newel  caps.  Delicate  Corinthian  columns  and  pilasters 
support  the  flat  hood  above  the  porch.  The  cornice  of  the  porch 
roof  is  different  in  shape  but  similar  in  its  finely  dentilated 
ornamentation  to  the  cornice  above  the  first  floor  bay  window. 
And  of  course,  you’ll  notice  the  stacked  angled  bays  and  each 
window  with  a semi-elliptical  arched  head. 


With  most  Victorians,  bay  windows  usually  grace  only  the 
street-facing  side.  At  989  South  Van  Ness  there  are  also  bay 
windows  on  the  south  side,  overlooking  what  had  been  a large 
side  garden.  In  the  mid-twentieth  century  the  garden  was 
sacrificed  when  the  lot  was  divided  in  two  and  the  house  at 
993  South  Van  Ness  was  moved  to  the  site. 

While  989  South  Van  Ness  has  sometimes  been  called  a row 
house,  it  was  always  a stand-alone  structure.  To  see  clusters  of 
classic  Italianate  row  houses  that  attest  to  this  once  popular  style, 
stroll  along  nearby  blocks  including  Capp  and  Shotwell  streets. 

This  home’s  original  owner,  Samuel  Weeks,  engaged  water 
service  in  November,  1881.  Successful  in  business,  Samuel  was 
the  proprietor  of  Pacific  Oakum  Factory,  which  enjoyed  a 
corner  on  the  local  oakum  market.  (Oakum  is  a loose  fiber  used 
in  caulking  and  packing  timbers  of  wooden  ships;  it  usually 
comes  from  untwisting  old  rope.)  The  business  later  became 
the  Samuel  F.  Weeks  Company,  specializing  in  ship  chandlery 
and  naval  supplies. 
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The  Weeks  owned  and  lived  in  this  home  until  1904.  John  and 
Harriet  Dawson  purchased  it  from  the  Weeks  and  moved  here 
from  Mission  Street  in  1906  or  1907.  John  was  a pharmacist, 
employed  part-time  with  the  U.S.  Customs  office  and  part- 
time  as  a manager  (and  later  owner)  of  a retail  pharmacy.  The 
Dawson  family  lived  in  the  house  until  the  early  1920s.  During 
most  of  this  time,  they  rented  part  ol  the  house  to  John  Flint 
and  his  wife  and  children.  Probably  a professional  colleague  of 
Dawson’s,  Flint  was  a chemist,  a pharmacist  and  a professor. 

About  1923,  the  Dawsons  sold  the  house  to  the  Irish-born 
widow,  Mary  Cronan.  For  the  next  decade,  Mary  would  live 
here  with  her  extended  family:  her  two  sons,  James  and  Thomas, 
daughter  Katherine  Callaghan  and  Katherine’s  husband, 
Michael  Callaghan  and  six  grandchildren.  James  worked  with 
U.S.  Customs  (perhaps  he  and  John  Dawson  knew  each  other), 
Thomas  was  a machinist  and  Michael  was  a civil  engineer 
with  the  City.  After  Mary  Cronan’s  death  in  1933  or  1934,  the 
property  was  left  to  her  son  James  and  to  daughter  Katherine. 
Katherine  soon  transferred  her  share  to  James. 

During  the  Great  Depression,  many  houses  in  this 
neighborhood  made  the  transition  from  owner-occupied  to 
rentals.  In  1940,  for  example,  there  were  two  households  here. 
Irish-born,  old-age  pensioners  James  and  Rose  Flannagan  paid 
$23.50  in  monthly  rent.  The  Campbells — Harry  (an  oil  station 
attendant),  his  wife  Lovie  (a  machine  operator  in  an  envelope 


manufacturing  company)  and  their  three  children  — paid  $30 
monthly  rent.  Harry  and  Lovie  Campbell  were  from  Tennessee, 
but  their  8-and  10-year  old  daughters  were  both  born  in 
Oklahoma — perhaps  the  Campbells  were  among  the  “Oakies” 
who  came  to  California  to  escape  the  dustbowl. 

James  Cronan  held  on  to  989  South  Van  Ness  for  nearly  twenty 
years  before  selling  in  1952.  The  property  then  changed  hands 
several  times  until  1961,  when  Gertrude  Grohs  bought  it  and 
kept  it  for  a decade  with  sometimes  co-owners  Joseph  Santoyo 
and  Paul  Stanley. 

From  1965  to  1982,  what  had  once  been  a single-family  home 
was  subdivided  into  six  or  more  apartments.  When  Eleanor 
and  James  Durfee  purchased  the  building  in  1971,  they  were 
investing  in  rental  property.  Two  years  later,  the  current  owner, 
Edward  Johnson,  became  a part  owner  with  James  Durfee.  In 
recent  years,  as  the  neighborhood  has  turned  around,  and  989 
South  Van  Ness  Avenue  has  once  again  become  a well  cared  for 
owner-occupied  home  with  much  pride  of  ownership. 

As  with  other  houses  along  what  is  now  South  Van  Ness,  the  street 
address  has  changed — its  first  address  was  2449  Howard  Street, 
changing  to  2489  Howard  in  the  early  1900s,  then  to  989  South  Van 
Ness  Avenue  after  1932. 


TEAM  BUESTAD—’ ’The  Right  Choice ” 


"Clark  Mansion  on  the  Bay"  - Alameda 

Lovingly  restoring  Bay  Area  historic  homes  for  future  generations. 

Visit  us  on  line  at  www.buestad.com 


buestad 

construction 

inc 


Give  us  a call 


for  a free  courtesy 
estimate 


for  your  project. 

510-523-1925 


2533  Clement  Avenue 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
510-523-1925  phone 
510-523-2085  fax 
B 3 8 0 3 7 6 
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959  <S0U^  ^an  Wess 

The  John  Coop  House 

Built  at  a time  when  the  Queen  Anne  style  was 
still  new  but  very  much  in  vogue  in  San  Francisco, 
contractor  John  Coop’s  home  at  959  South  Van  Ness 
provided  both  a showcase  for  the  public  and  a comfortable 
place  for  his  family  to  live.  Over  the  years,  this  lovely  Queen 
Anne  tower  house’s  luxurious  size  and  layout  have  proven 
adequate  for  many  residents.  For  a time,  it  was  split  into 
twelve  separate  apartments  and  also  served  as  a halfway 
house  for  teenagers. 

When  Coop  bought  the  undeveloped  lot  in  October  1888,  he 
was  a successful  contractor  and  the  owner  of  San  Francisco 
Planing  Mills.  By  July  of  the  following  year,  he  opened  the 
doors  for  his  wife  Margaret  and  three  children.  Coop,  an 
Australian  native  who  became  a U.S.  citizen  in  1873,  built 
a number  of  house  clusters,  many  within  a few  blocks  of 
here.  Following  a common  pattern  among  contractors  his 
personal  home  — designed  by  the  prominent  architect  Henry 
Geilfuss — was  an  exuberant  and  unique  jewel,  an  exemplar 
to  show  off  all  he  could  do. 

The  eye  is  drawn  to  one  detail  after  another,  and  to  the  glory 
of  the  whole.  Where  to  look  first?  Extending  upward  from  an 
octagonal  bay-windowed  base  is  a round  tower  that  pierces 
the  skyline  with  a steep  witch’s  hat  turret  topped  with  a 
delicate  finial.  One  set  of  fish-scale  shingles  covers  the  upper 
tower  and  gable  fa9ade;  another  covers  the  second  floor; 
shiplap  siding  covers  the  lower  floors.  Bands  of  geometric 
patterns  co-exist  with  ornate  floral  friezes  — in  fact,  the  frieze 
panel  swags  were  one  of  Coop’s  signature  details.  Take  your 
time  to  enjoy  it  all! 

The  interior  has  a Moorish  theme  in  the  design  details,  and 
it  retains  elaborate,  never-painted  custom  millwork.  The 
stair  banister  and  newel  post,  along  with  the  front  parlour 
overmantel,  are  thought  to  be  the  finest  surviving  examples 
in  San  Francisco. 

After  the  Coops  sold  this  house  in  February  1895,  they  moved 
across  the  Bay  to  Belvedere  where  John  became  active  in 
land  development.  The  San  Francisco  Chronicle  noted  that 
this  sale,  to  John  Reid,  brought  in  $22,000  (an  amount  three 
to  five  times  what  it  would  generally  cost  to  build  a three- 
story  single-family  frame  house).  Reid,  who  lived  nearby, 
may  have  been  involved  simply  in  the  sales  transaction,  as 
he  never  lived  here.  By  the  following  year,  financier  and  mine 
operator  Homer  Wilson  and  his  family  had  moved  in.  The 
1900  census  shows  the  homeowner  (albeit  with  a mortgage) 
to  be  Campbell  Ashurst,  Wilson’s  father-in-law.  Ashurst 
lived  here  with  his  wife,  two  daughters,  Homer,  two  young 
granddaughters  and  two  lodgers. 


Homer  Wilson  and  his  family  continued  to  live  here  until 
1905.  In  the  aftermath  of  the  1906  earthquake  and  fire,  density 
increased  where  the  fire  had  spared  the  housing  stock.  The  1910 
census  shows  the  house  being  used  as  a boarding  house,  with 
fifteen  lodgers  and  one  housekeeper. 
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In  1912,  the  new  owner-occupants  were  Swedish  immigrants 
Ernest  and  Charlotte  Johanson.  Ernest  was  a laborer;  their  three 
daughters  were  all  active  professionally:  a nurse,  a bookkeeper 
and  a salesperson.  In  1920,  daughter  Edith  Johanson  shared 
the  house  with  a shipyard  machinist  and  his  wife,  who  rented. 
Charlotte,  now  a widow,  lived  across  the  street. The  house  stayed 
in  the  Johanson  family  until  1945,  when  the  three  Johanson 
daughters  inherited  it. 

For  the  last  two  decades  of  Johanson  ownership,  this  was  rental 
property.  Two  households  lived  here  in  1930:  the  36-year-old, 
California-born  sign-painter  George  Hamilton,  with  his  wife 
and  two  young  children;  and  a 70-year-old  German-born 
widow,  Marie  Kroentz,  with  her  son  (an  office  clerk),  daughter 
and  a lodger.  The  Hamiltons  paid  $21.50  in  monthly  rent;  the 
Kroentzes  paid  $14.  In  1940,  nine  separate  households  shared 
959  South  Van  Ness,  each  paying  $12  per  month  in  rent. 


In  1946,  a furrier  by  the  name  of  Zorka  Asten,  purchased  the 
house  and  lived  here  until  1959.  Zorka  lived  in  one  apartment, 
Charles  and  wife  Evelyn  Asten  lived  in  another,  and  William  L. 
Storm  was  in  yet  another.  The  Sanborn  maps  indicate  an  even 
greater  subdivision:  a total  of  twelve  apartments. 

After  Asten  sold,  and  a brief  period  of  turnover,  in  1962,  two 
men  purchased  the  property:  the  current  owner,  James  Tyler 
and  Harold  Greenleaf.  Fifty  years  later,  Mr.  Tyler  retains 
ownership,  but  the  trajectory  hasn’t  been  simple.  From  1963 
to  1965,  four  separate  apartments  were  occupied  by  a mix  of 
owners  and  renters.  From  1964  through  1970,  the  Northern 
California  & Nevada  District  Council  of  the  Assemblies  of 
God,  Inc.  controlled  the  property  and  ran  the  Teen  Challenge 
Center  for  the  National  Council  for  Prevention  of  Drug  Abuse. 

When  Mr.  Tyler  moved  back  in  1970,  there  were  53  people 
living  in  the  house!  He  has  spent  the  last  42  years  continually 
restoring  the  house,  which  has  been  returned  to  a three-story 
home  with  a rental  unit  in  the  basement. 
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Kit  Haskell 
Gingerbread 

She  drew  the  houses  in  this  program, 
let  her  draw  yours. 

Personalized  Christmas  cards, 
letterheads  or  note  cards... 

Decorative  Paint  Finishes  & Murals 
Wallpaper,  Lincrusta,  and  Anaglypta  Installed 

A member  of  the  Victorian  Alliance 

(415)  673-4116 
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cj43  ($outh  Van  JA (ess 

The  Joh  N & WlLHELMINA  ENGLISH 
House 

The  italianate  mansion  at  943  South  Van  Ness 
was  built  in  1885  for  John  J.  and  Wilhelmina  English 
on  what  was  then  called  Mansion  Row.  The  water  was 
connected  June  11, 1885  by  The  Spring  Valley  Water  Company. 
At  the  time  the  address  was  2417  Howard  St.;  the  street  name 
was  changed  in  1932. This  historic  twenty-seven  room  Victorian 
was  home  to  John,  his  wife  and  their  seven  children. 


In  1904,  English  family  members  obtained  a residential  hotel 
license  for  15  rooms.  Their  heirs  sold  the  property  in  1920.  It 
was  run  as  a residential  hotel  until  the  1970s,  when  Rudy  and 
Charlotte  Pribuss,  the  owners  at  that  time,  sold  it  to  Joel  Daily 
and  Anthony  Kramedas  who  converted  it  to  a bed  and  breakfast 
hotel  in  1980. 

In  1990  it  was  purchased  by  the  current  owners.  The  residence 
has  been  carefully  restored  over  the  years  and  is  now  The  Inn 
San  Francisco,  a grand  Victorian  lady  and  one  of  San  Francisco’s 
finest  bed  and  breakfast  inns.  The  current  owners  Marty  Neely 
and  Connie  Wu  have  enjoyed  operating  it  for  almost  24  years 
and  will  continue  to  run  it  with  love. 


John  English  arrived  in  San  Francisco  aboard  a mailing  vessel, 
serving  as  the  foremast  hand,  landing  in  town  with  only  a few 
dollars  in  his  pocket.  First  he  peddled  potatoes  and  set  up  a 
store  at  305  Davis  Street.  It  was  years  later  that  he  invested  in 
real-estate  and  became  a prominent  produce  merchant,  dubbed 
“The  Potato  King”  for  his  vast  holdings  in  potato  commodities. 
He  later  became  a San  Francisco  City  Commissioner. 

Architect  Peter  R.  Schmidt  designed  943  South  Van  Ness  for 
the  English  family  at  a cost  of  $10,500,  a considerable  sum  back 
in  the  late  1800s.  The  firm  of  Schmidt  and  Havens  designed 
the  mansion  in  the  late  Italianate  style,  incorporating  a Second 
Empire  mansard  roof  and  Stick-Eastlake  design  motifs  in 
the  bay  front  windows  and  pediments.  Prominent  Italianate 
features  include  the  polygonal-plan  bay  window,  Corinthian 
columns,  three  panel  front  doors  and  the  roof  cornice  brackets. 
There  is  a touch  of  Craftsman  style  in  the  early  garage  door. 

The  style  name  “Italianate”  indicated  stylistic  ideas  borrowed 
from  the  Italian  Renaissance,  and  previously  from  ancient 
Rome  and  Greece.  When  utilized  during  the  Victorian  era, 
the  borrowings  consisted  of  specific  decorative  motifs  like  the 
three-part  verticals  on  the  front  portico’s  lintel,  the  Corinthian 
columns,  the  acanthus  leaf  as  a pattern  and  an  overall  attention 
to  serenity  and  simplicity. 


Architect  Peter  Schmidt  is  best  known  as  the  architect  of  the 
Haas-Eilienthal  House  and  the  Stadtmuller  House.  The  San 
Francisco  Directory  of  1864  listed  him  as  junior  partner  with 
architect  Victor  Hoffman  who  had  come  to  the  Gold  Rush 
from  Germany  and  designed  the  Globe  Hotel.  Schmidt’s 
partner  on  this  design,  Charles  I.  Havens,  worked  with  him 
between  1882  and  1885  and  then  as  senior  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Havens  and  Toepke.  That  firm  is  also  responsible  for  the 
design  of  Mission  High  School  and  925  Fulton  just  east  of 
Alamo  Square.  Schmidt  practiced  architecture  well  into  1894. 
Havens  built  his  own  home  at  1381  South  Van  Ness  with 
similar  architectural  features. 
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gig  Jouth  Van  «5\ (ess 

the  Phillip  Zimmerman  House 

This  eccentric  and  flamboyant  gem,  built  in  1900, 
merges  features  of  the  Queen  Anne  architectural  style 
favored  in  the  previous  decade  with  elements  of  a 
more  eclectic  twentieth-century  style.  919  South  Van  Ness 
Avenue  is  a true  one  of  a kind!  (Note  that  the  original  address 
was  2409  Howard  Street,  changing  first  to  2419  Howard,  then 
in  1932,  to  919  South  Van  Ness  Avenue.) 

It  was  apparently  Robert  Zimmermann  who  designed  the 
house  and  had  it  built  for  his  brother  Philip,  in  1900.'  Starting 
as  a draftsman,  Robert  had  worked  as  an  architect  in  San 
Francisco  since  the  early  1880s.  He  sometimes  worked  by 
himself,  sometimes  in  partnership  with  Emil  John. 

The  home  Robert  created  for  his  brother  uses  elegant  late 
Queen  Anne  stacked  bay  windows,  with  rounded  glass,  each 
pane  separated  by  formal  pilasters  with  Ionic  capitals,  and  the 
whole  embellished  with  decorative 
balustrades.  The  scroll  motif  from 
the  pilaster  capitals  is  repeated 
and  embellished  in  decoration  on 
the  roof,  gables  and  hood  above 
the  upper  bay  window.  Among 
the  remarkable  features  of  this 
unique  abode  are  the  two  bull’s 
eye  windows  in  the  gables  — one 
faces  the  street,  the  other  faces 
north.  Like  the  mansard  rooflines 
they  embellish,  these  windows 
are  inspired  by  French  Baroque 
or  Flemish  architecture;  they  are 
decorated  with  draped-fabric 
swags.  A graceful  Queen  Anne- 
style  arch  protects  the  entryway 
and  welcomes  visitors. 

While  Philip  and  his  family  were 
the  first  residents  of  the  house 
that  now  stands  at  919  South  Van 
Ness,  they  were  not  the  first  at  this 
location.  Previously,  there  were  one 
or  two  other  single-story  structures 
here,  occupied  by  German-born 
baker  Daniel  Bensinger  and 
his  family  from  1868  until  1891, 
and  for  a while  at  least,  by  two 
other  bakers  and  one’s  wife.  They 
originally  probably  got  their  water 
from  a private  well,  as  the  water 
tap  dates  to  1883.  Bensinger  sold 
the  property  to  Edward  Baker,  a 
saloon-keeper  and  his  wife  Jennie. 


By  1900,  these  structures  were  vacant,  and  would  soon  be  razed 
to  make  way  for  the  current  home. 

When  the  Zimmermanns  moved  in,  they  typified  the 
neighborhood’s  population  of  German  immigrant  business 
people  who  owned  here.  By  the  time  they  left,  25  years  later, 
the  neighborhood  had  changed. 

An  immigrant  from  Germany,  Philip  Zimmermann  arrived  in 
the  U.S.  in  1873  as  a teenager,  and  became  naturalized  in  1879. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  California  of  German  parents. 
He  worked  for  a number  of  years  as  a foreman  at  the  South 
San  Francisco  Brewery  before  starting  Krug  & Zimmermann 
Malting  Company,  which  sold  malt  to  local  brewers.  Elizabeth 
and  Philip  had  two  sons,  Rudolph  (a  bank  clerk)  and  George 
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Finest  Victorian  Homes. 
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This  is  a self-guided  tour.  You  may  visit 
the  homes  in  any  order  you  wish. 

i.  845  Guerrero  Street 

2. 33  Liberty  Street 

3.  989  South  Van  Ness 

4.  959  South  Van  Ness 

5.  943  South  Van  Ness 

6.  919  South  Van  Ness 

7.  956  South  Van  Ness 


Light  refreshments  will  be  served  from  1 
to  5 pm  at  943  South  Van  Ness. 

Restrooms  will  also  be  available  at  943 
South  Van  Ness  during  tour  hours. 

No  photography  is  allowed  inside  the 
homes. 

Please  no  pets,  but  registered  service 
animals  are  welcome. 
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(eventually  a vice-president  of  Packing  & Provisions  Co.).  By 
1920,  a maid  lived  with  the  family,  and  Philip,  now  63  years 
old,  had  retired. 

Manuel  (a  stationary  engineer)  and  Anna  Lewis  purchased 
the  property  from  the  Zimmermanns  in  1925.  Both  Manuel 
and  Anna  were  California-born,  of  parents  from  the  Azores. 
Until  the  late  1940s,  they  lived  here  with  their  daughter,  Ruth 
(a  bookkeeper)  and  soon  Ruth’s  husband,  Joseph  M.  Souza,  Jr. 
(an  employee  of  the  Anglo-California  National  Bank,  except 
for  a stint  with  the  U.S.  Navy  during  World  War  II).  While  they 
were  able  to  keep  their  home  through  the  tough  Depression 
years,  its  value  dropped  from  an  estimated  $9,000  in  1920,  to 
$4,000  in  1930. 

After  Manuel’s  death  in  1945,  Anna  brought  in  her  son-in-law 
Joseph  as  co-owner,  and  shortly  thereafter,  they  sold  the  house 
to  Jose  and  Frances  Ybarra  (or  possibly  Yberra).  In  less  than 
two  years,  the  property  changed  hands  again,  this  time  to  Nato 
and  Maria  Trevino. 


The  Trevinos  (and  their  son,  Socorro)  remained  in  the  house  for 
thirty-five  years,  for  the  first  decade  as  sole  owners,  then  with 
co-owner  and  co-resident  Maurice  Martinez  from  1961.  During 
the  Trevinos’ tenure,  there  were  usually  two  or  three  telephones 
here,  probably  indicating  two  or  three  households  under  the 
same  roof.  At  various  times  in  the  early  1950s,  David  Fereiro, 
Daniel  Ramires,  Mrs.  Angel  Rodrigues  and  Elson  Snow  were 
all  residents.  In  1985,  the  Trevinos  transferred  their  portion  of 
the  property  to  Maurice  Martinez,  who  in  turn  sold  it  at  the 
end  of  1986.  It  changed  hands  again  twice  more  in  the  next  few 
years  until,  in  1993,  Daniel  and  Mayumi  Paul  purchased  the 
house. The  Pauls  now  co-own  the  house  with  their  son  Randall, 
and  have  maintained  and  enriched  this  historic  gem  ever  since. 

1.  One  source  says  that  Robert  built  it  for  brother  Charles,  but  Philip 
is  listed  in  all  other  sources  as  the  owner  and  occupant,  and  Charles 
seems  to  have  no  direct  connection. 


Tree  Management  Experts 


Consulting  Arborists 
Certified  Arborists 
Certified  Tree  Risk  Assessors 

• Tree  Health  and  Pests 

• Tree  Hazard  Evaluation 

• Tree  Protection  Plans 

• Sidewalk  Landscaping 

• New  Tree  Selection  and  Planting 
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• Technical  Reports 

• Expert  Witness 


Roy  C.  Leggitt,  III 

415.606.3610 

RCL3@mindspring.com 


Tree  Management  Experts 

3109  Sacramento  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94115 
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JANET  MOYER 

Landscaping 


A 


Specialists  in  Residential 

Urban  Landscaping 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping  specializes  in  the  creation  of 
custom  residential  landscapes  that  address  the  unique 
challenges  posed  by  San  Francisco’s  climate,  terrain 
and  architectural  constraints. 


415-82T3760  ■ 1031  Valencia  St.,  San  Francisco  •jmoyerlandscaping.com 

Landscape  Contractor  License  853919  Pest  Control  License  36389 
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<P)6  ^ outh  Van  JA (ess 

the  Mayberry/Taylor  House 

The  handsome  two-story  Italianate  residence  at 
956  South  Van  Ness  Avenue  is  one  of  eight  buildings 
on  the  west  side  of  this  block  that  had  been  built  by 
1900.  Of  those  eight  19th-century  buildings  only  three  have 
survived  to  the  present  day.  Mr.  Edward  Leodore  Mayberry, 
a carpenter  and  contractor  by  trade,  erected  both  956  and  948 
South  Van  Ness  in  1872,  presumably  as  income  properties. 
Unfortunately  the  adjacent  home  at  949  South  Van  Ness  has 
been  vastly  altered  over  the  years  and  no  longer  resembles  the 
better  preserved  956  South  Van  Ness. 


Mayberry  was  born  in  1834  in  Windham,  Maine  of  humble 
parentage,  and  obtained  a meager  education  in  country  schools. 
Later,  he  shipped  out  to  sea  for  three  years,  and  upon  returning 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  1861  he  came  to  San  Francisco, 
where  he  became  a successful  contractor,  architect  and  builder. 
He  built  the  Grand  Hotel  (1870)  across  from  the  Palace  Hotel 
on  Market  Street,  The  David  D.  Colton  Residence  (1872)  on 
the  north-east  corner  of  California  Street  and  Taylor  Street 
and  the  Napa  Insane  Asylum  (1875).  He  also  bought  two  lots 
around  the  corner  and  constructed  552  and  558  Capp  Street  in 
1871.  Mayberry  resided  at  558  Capp  Street  from  1871  until  1876, 
while  his  younger  brother,  John  Wesley  Mayberry  and  wife 
lived  next  door  at  552  Capp  Street.  If  you  have  time  today,  go 
around  the  corner  and  take  a peek  at  them. 


This  home  is  a good  example  of  an  early  Italianate  style 
residence.  It  features  the  style’s  distinctive  quoins  at  the  corners, 
colonnettes  at  the  windows  and  segmented  arch  windows.  As 
an  early  example  of  this  style  you  will  notice  the  house  has 
fewer  applied  ornaments  on  the  facade  compared  with  later 
examples  built  when  the  production  of  architectural  ornament 
was  more  well  developed  and  industrialized  in  San  Francisco. 

This  home  and  945  South  Van  Ness  originally  stood  on  a 
very  large  lot  of  135  feet  fronting  on  South  Van  Ness  Avenue 
and  extending  245  feet  deep  all  the  way  to  Capp  Street.  The 
houses  were  originally  numbered  2420  Howard  Street  and  2422 
Howard  Street.  Howard  Street — like  Mission  and  Folsom 
Streets  — curved  from  east  to  west  at  nth  Street  turning 
southward.  In  the  early  1930s  when  Van  Ness  Avenue  was 
extended  the  houses  were  renumbered.  From  1872  till  1890  two 
water  tanks  in  the  rear  yard  supplied  the  water  for  the  indoor 
plumbing.  In  1890  Mr.  Mayberry  connected  the  homes  to  the 
Spring  Valley  Water  Company  system. 

Frederick  Bayard  Taylor  was  the  first  person  to  reside  at  this 
house.  He  like  many  others  that  followed  were  renters.  Mr. 
Taylor  was  an  oil  merchant  at  F.  B Taylor  & Co.  113  Front  Street, 
importers  and  jobbers  of  lamps  and  oil.  He  and  his  family  lived 
here  from  1872  until  1881  when  he  seems  to  have  disappeared 
from  the  records  in  San  Francisco. 

In  the  1880  United  States  Census  the  listing  was: 

Frederick  B.  Taylor,  44  years  old,  born  in  New  York 
Estelle  F.  Taylor,  35  years  old,  born  in  Connecticut 
Mary  E.  Taylor,  17  years  old,  born  in  California 
Carrie  F.  Taylor,  16  years  old,  born  in  California 
Rika  I.  Taylor,  12  years  old,  born  in  New  York 
Frederick  I.  Taylor,  6 years  old,  born  in  California 
Johanna  O’Donnell,  40  years  old,  born  in  Ireland,  servant 
E.  F.  McMahn,  30  years  old,  born  in  New  York,  servant 

Note  that  while  several  of  the  older  children  were  born  in 
California,  Rika  was  born  in  New  York  in  1868,  indicating 
that  bi-coastal  living  is  not  just  a recent  phenomenon. 

The  1900  Census  has  the  Banzhaf  family  renting  the 
property.  John  A.  Banzhaf  was  the  co-owner  with  his  brother 
Frank  A.  Banzhaf  of  the  Old  Homestead  Bakery,  which  was 
located  at  19th  and  Shotwell  Streets.  The  1910  Census  has  the 
Michael  Madden  family  renting  the  property. 

When  the  owner  Edward  L.  Mayberry  moved  to  southern 
California  in  1876  he  settled  in  the  San  Gabriel  Valley.  Soon 
after  he  became  the  president  of  the  Hemet  Valley  Water 
Company  and  built  the  Hemet  dam  above  the  town  of  Hemet 
with  his  partner  William  F.  Whittier  (Whittier  Fuller  Co.),  a 
fellow  merchant  from  San  Francisco.  Mr.  Whittier  had  built  a 
huge  mansion  at  the  south-west  corner  of  20th  and  Howard 
Streets  many  years  before  Mayberry  had  erected  956  South  Van 
Ness  Avenue.  Whittier  was  also  responsible  for  the  construction 
of  the  mansion  at  the  north-east  corner  ofjackson  and  Laguna 


Streets  that  served  as  the  home  of  the  California  Historical 
Society  for  many  years.  When  Mayberry  died  in  June  1902  his 
properties  passed  to  Mr.  Whittier.  In  May  1909  he  split  the  lots 
and  956  South  Van  Ness  Avenue  became  a separate  property.  In 
March  1912  Whittier  sold  the  house  to  Clarence  E.  Comstock 
and  siblings  who  had  the  water  re-tapped  on  March  19, 1912. 
They  held  ownership  until  1946.  The  current  owners  purchased 
the  property  in  2003. 


Find  your  place  in  San  Francisco  history 

With 

San  Francisco  Landmarks 

by  San  Francisco  Native.  Historian  & Author 

Catherine  Accardi 

-In  every  photograph  there  is  a story  to  be  told- 

Over  200  vintage  images 


San  Francisco 
Landmarks 


Available  at  BarnesandNoble.com.  Amazon.com,  or  prom  the  author  at 
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Victorian  Alliance  of  San  Francisco  Membership  Application 


I/we  would  like  to  join  the  Victorian  Alliance. 

Term:  Annual  dues  are  for  the  calendar  year,  January  through  December. 

Rates:  □ $35  for  individual  regular  membership 

□ $25  for  full-time  student  or  senior  (62  and  over)  membership 

□ $45  household  regular  membership  (two  people  at  the  same  address) 

□ $35  household  student  or  senior  membership  (two  people  at  same  address) 

□ Sponsor  (Any  amount  over  the  membership  fee  is  tax  deductible.) 

My/Our  check  for  $ is  enclosed. 


PRIMARY  MEMBER  NAME 

BEST  TELEPHONE  NUMBER  TO  REACH  YOU 

EMAIL 

ADDITIONAL  HOUSEHOLD  MEMBER  NAME 

BEST  TELEPHONE  NUMBER  TO  REACH  YOU 

EMAIL 

MAILING  ADDRESS 

APT/SUITE 

CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

□ Send  me  the  VASF  Bulletin  by  email.  (No  cost  to  the  Alliance,  saves  trees) 

□ Mail  me  a paper  copy  of  the  Bulletin. 


Please  send  a check  payable  to  Victorian 
Alliance  with  completed  application  to: 

Victorian  Alliance 

1550  Fell  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 17 


fZ/te  Inn  San  J-rancisco 


‘Enjoy  Eed  and ‘Breakfast  comfort  and 
hospitality  in  a gracious  1870  twenty -seven 
room  mansion.  Splendid  Victoriana,  flowers, 
private  hot  tubs,  sundeefa  telezdsions , 
telephones,  and  parking. 

Reservations:  415-641-0188 
943  South  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Historical  Home  Built-in  Cabinetry 

"Designs  as  unique  as  your  home" 
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415-350-9927 

www.SJSallinger.com 


honors  and  Qontributors 

The  Victorian  Alliance  is  indebted  to  the  following: 

Advertisers: 

The  2013  House  Tour  program  advertisers,  many  of  whom  are  longtime  patrons  of  our  annual  tour,  for  their  generous  support 
and  assistance  in  covering  printing  costs  associated  with  the  tour: 

Catherine  Accardi,  Buestad  Construction,  Bonnie  Spindler  of  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  Janet  Moyer  Landscaping,  Kilby  Stenkamp 
of  Hill  &c  Co.  Real  Estate,  Kit  Haskell  of  Gingerbread,  Roger  K.  Reid  Interior  Design,  Roy  Leggitt  of  Tree  Management 
Experts,  Scott  Sallinger  of  S J Sallinger,  Verna  Shaheen 
Donors: 

Thanks  to  Cole  Valley  Hardware  for  their  donation  of  wine. 

Refreshment  Donors: 

Thanks  to  the  donors  — including  Alliance  members  and  docents — who  have  generously  provided  refreshments  for  our  tour 
guests 
Docents: 

A special  thank  you  to  our  many  docents  who  year  after  year  have  contributed  their  time  to  help  make  the  tour  a success. 
House  Tour  Mentor: 

A very  special  thank-you  from  the  entire  House  Tour  team  to  Anita  Denz  for  being  so  instrumental  in  conveying  her  deep 
experience  in  how  to  make  a Tour  run  smoothly 

Thanks  to  all  others  who  may  have  donated  after  the  publication  of  this  program  or  through  generous  anonymous  contributions. 
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The  Victorian  Alliance  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  the  homeowners  whose  generosity  and  community  spirit  have 
made  this  tour  possible. 


Homeowners:  Jim  Durfee;  Brent  Hatcher  and  Lawrence 

Siracusa;  Martin  Neely  and  Connie  Wu;  Elizabeth  Nolan 
and  Hans  Stutt;  Mayumi,  Dan  and  Randall  Paul;  Adam 
and  Maria  Smith;  Jim  Tyler 


Day  of  Tour  Ticket  Sales  and  Welcome  Staff:  Tony  Abdula,  Ann 
Brown,  Ron  Fritz,  Richard  Reutlinger  and  Robert  Thacher 


Outreach  and  Advance  Ticket  Sales:  Roger  K.  Reid,  Scott 
Sallinger 


House  Tour  Co-chairs:  Roger  K.  Reid  and  Scott  Sallinger 


Refreshments:  Florence  Hitchcock  and  her  crew 
Appreciation  Party:  Lydia  Baca,  Rebecca  McKee,  Roger  K. 


Neighborhood  Research:  Roger  K.  Reid,  Scott  Sallinger  and 
Richard  Zillman 


Reid 


Neighborhood  Selection , House  Solicitation,  Contracts:  Roger  K. 

Reid  and  Scott  Sallinger 

House  History  Research:  Catherine  Accardi,  Gary  Goss, 

Tamara  Hill,  Eileen  Keremitsis,  Christopher  VerPlanck 
House  History  Writing:  Catherine  Accardi  (943  S.V.N.),  Gary 
Goss  (33  Liberty,  956  S.V.N.),  Tamara  Hill  (845  Guerrero), 

Eileen  Keremitsis  (919,  959,  & 989  S.V.N) 

House  History  Editing:  Lydia  Baca,  Tamara  Hill,  Kyle 
McGuire 

Neighborhood  History:  Catherine  Accardi,  Tamara  Hill  and 
Bonnie  Spindler 

House  Interior  Notes:  Hank  Dunlop,  Roger  K.  Reid,  House 
Captains  and  Homeowners 

House  Captains:  Mary  Ellen  Blake,  Courtney  Clarkson, 

Merle  Easton  and  Gail  Baugh,  Mary  Granzotto  and 
Susan  Morse,  David  Laudon  and  Randy  Laroche,  JoAnn 
Vandenberg,  Ray  Zablotny 
Name  Badges:  Susan  Morse,  David  Saldivar 
House  Sketches:  Kit  Haskell  of  Gingerbread 
Graphic  Web  Design:  Kyle  McGuire,  kymcism.com 
Proofreaders:  Lydia  Baca,  Kyle  McGuire,  Roger  K.  Reid 
Advertising  Sales:  Kyle  McGuire 
Publicity  — National:  Kathy  Carroll 

Publicity  — Local:  Michele  McGovern,  Roger  K.  Reid,  Scott 
Sallinger  and  Megan  Smith 
Bulletin  Editor:  Megan  Smith 
Tour  Website  Content:  Kyle  McGuire 
Online  Ticket  Sales:  Kyle  McGuire 
Mail  Order  Ticket  Sales:  Susan  Ferro 
Group  Sales  Liaison:  Scott  Sallinger 
Group  Sales  Hosts:  Lloyd  Anderson  and  Alan  Norton 
Treasurer  & Insurance:  Michele  McGovern 

The  Victorian  Alliance  would  like  to  thank  San  Francisco  and  Bay  Area  preservation  organizations,  neighborhood  groups, 
art  and  architectural  organizations,  museums,  newspaper,  magazines  and  neighborhood  publications  and  websites,  as  well  as 
individual  members  and  friends  of  the  Alliance  for  their  timely  and  enthusiastic  efforts  to  publicize  this  year’s  tour. 

Thanks  to  all  others  who  may  have  volunteered  after  the  publication  of  this  program.  We  are  most  grateful  for  your  service. 
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The  housing  market  is 
complex.  Fortunately, 
come  with  instructions. 

San  Francisco’s  Victorian  Specialist 
for  Over  20  Years. 
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Bonnie  Spindler 


All  Time  Top  Residential  Sales  Agent 

415.474.4445 

properties@bonniespindler.com 

www.bonniespindler.com 


Bonnie  Spindler 

Victorian  Specialist 
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REAL  ESTATE 


San  Francisco  Home  Values 
Have  Recently  Experienced 
Double  Digit  Gains,  in  Many 
Cases  Exceeding  Previous 
Highs.  Let’s  Build  on  That. 

For  All  Your  Real  Estate  Needs,  Call  Me  Today! 


Kilby  Stenkamp 

REALTOR® 

(41 5)  321 -4398 

kilby@hill-co.com 
BRE  License#  01 208585 
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